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uomalaisen Tiedeakatemian jdsen,

Helsingin yliopiston yleisen historian

emeritusprofessori Pekka Suvanto
syntyi 11. huhtikuuta 1924 Akaassa ja kuoli
30. maaliskuuta 2014 Helsingissa. Pekka Su-
vanto kdvi koulunsa Toijalan yhteiskoulus-
sa, jossa hdnen rovasti-isdnsa toimi rehtori-
na. Pekka Suvanto kasvoi kristillisessad kult-
tuurikodissa, mutta hdnen nuoruuttaan var-
josti sota. Abiturientti Pekka Suvanto joutui
jatkosotaan, Syvarin rintamalle lokakuussa
1942. Hénet julistettiin ylioppilaaksi juhan-
nuksena 1943, kuten monet muut hdnen
ikdtoverinsa. Ladkintdaliupseerina han jou-
tui kokemaan sodan kauheudet. Sodan paa-
tyttyd hdnet madardttiin reserviupseerikou-
luun, mutta tama kurssi paattyi pian liittou-
tuneiden valvontakomission maarayksesta.
Sodan jalkeen Pekka Suvanto aloitti histori-
an yliopisto-opinnot legendaarisen profes-
sorin Arvi Korhosen johdolla, joka innosti
sodasta palaavia sotilaita opiskelemaan
maailmanhistorian suuria kysymyksia. Arvi
Korhonen ohjasi oppilaitaan valitsemaan ai-
heensa keskeisista kansainvalisista tapahtu-
mista ja ilmioistd, mikd hdanen mielestdan oli
edellytys suomalaisten tutkijoiden pddsylle
kansainvéliseen tiedeyhteisoon.

Opiskeluaikanaan Pekka Suvanto toimi
aktiivisesti seka historian opiskelijoiden ai-
nejdrjestossa Kronoksessa, jonka perusta-
jiin hdn kuului ja jossa hdn toimi puheen-
johtajana, etta osakunnassa osallistuen
muun muassa kotiseuturetkiin. Kiinnostus-
ta kotipaikkakunnan historiaan osoittaa
Pekka Suvannon yhdessd veljensd Seppo
Suvannon kanssa kirjoittama Akaan histo-
ria, joka ilmestyi vuonna 1954.

Pekka Suvanto valmistui filosofian mais-
teriksi vuonna 1950, minka jalkeen hén toi-
mi sekd tutkijana ettd historianopettajana.
Opettajan ura historian vanhempana lehto-
rina alkoi Viherlaakson yhteiskoulussa
vuonna 1954 ja kesti muutamin keskeytyk-
sin seitsemdantoista vuotta.

Vuosina 1965-1968 ja 1970-1973 Su-
vanto toimi Tampereen yliopiston yleisen
historian vt. professorina. Vuonna 1971 Su-
vanto nimitettiin Helsingin yliopiston ylei-
sen historian apulaisprofessoriksi ja vuon-
na 1982 Helsingin yliopiston yleisen histo-
rian professoriksi, mistd virasta hdan jai
eldkkeelle 1987. Suomalaisen Tiedeakatemi-
an jdseneksi hanet kutsuttiin vuonna 1979.

Suvannon vditoskirja aiheesta Wallen-
stein und seine Anhdnger am Wiener Hof
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zur Zeit des zweiten Generalats 1631-1634
(Studia Historica) tarkastettiin vuonna
1963. Tdhdn aihepiiriin Suvanto oli tutus-
tunut jo tehdessdan pro gradu -tutkielmaa.
Viditoskirjassaan Suvanto kasitteli 30-vuo-
tisen sodan keisarillisen joukkojen ylipaal-
likén Albrecht von Wallensteinin suhdetta
tukijoihinsa ja kannattajiinsa ja ndiden toi-
mintaa Wienissd, mika avasi uuden nako-
kulman laajaan Wallenstein-tutkimukseen.
Vuonna 1979 ilmestyi Suvannon tutkimus
Die Deutsche Politik Oxenstiernas und Wal-
lenstein (Studia Historica), jossa hdn kasit-
teli Ruotsin valtakunnan kansleri, sota-
pdallikkd Axel Oxenstiernan tavoitteita ja
kédsityksid Wallensteinista. Nailla tutki-
muksillaan Pekka Suvannosta tuli kansain-
valisesti merkittavd 30-vuotisen sodan his-
torian asiantuntija. Vditdskirja avasi tien
yliopistoon.

Pekka Suvanto oli laaja-alainen niin ope-
tuksessa kuin tutkimuksessa. Yliopisto-
opettajana Suvanto oli innostava. Suvanto
oli avoin uusille kokeiluille. Historiantutki-
muksen teoreettiset ja metodiset kysymyk-
set kiinnostivat hdantd. Han oli yksi kirjoit-
tajista ja toimittajista teoksessa Historian-
kirjoituksen historia (Gaudeamus 1983).

1980-luvulla han siirtyi tutkimuksis-
saan diplomatian ja kansainvalisten suhtei-
den tutkimuksen historiasta aatehistorian
pariin. Marxin ja Engelsin kasityksia vaki-
valtaisista konflikteista kdsittelevd teos
Marx und Engels zum Problem des gewalt-
samen Konflikts (Studia Historica) ilmestyi
1985. Teoksen kirjoittamiseen vaikutti
1970-luvun aatteellinen kuohunta. Tdssa
tyossad Suvanto toi esiin sen, etta Karl Mar-
xin ja Friedrich Engelsin ajatteluun vaikut-
tivat ratkaisevasti historialliset muuttuvat
tilanteet. 1980-luvulla Suvanto osallistui
my0s Mongoleja vai germaaneja?: Rotuteo-
rioiden suomalaiset -projektiin ja teoksen
toimittamiseen.
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Vuonna 1994 Suvanto julkaisi kattavan
tutkimuksen poliittisen konservatismin his-
toriasta Konservatismi Ranskan vallanku-
mouksesta 1990-luvulle (Suomen Historial-
linen Seura 1994). Teos ilmestyi vuonna
1997 englanninkielisend nimellda Conserva-
tism from the French Revolution to the
1990s (St Martin“s Press 1997). Tassa tutki-
muksessa Suvanto vertaili konservatismia
Suomessa, Ruotsissa, Englannissa, Ranskas-
sa, Saksassa ja Yhdysvalloissa. Teoksessaan
Suvanto pystyi osoittamaan, miten konser-
vatismi on monimuotoinen ja vaikeasti
madriteltava asia. Suvannon mukaan kon-
servatismi ei missddan ole ollut pelkkaa
taantumusta ja edistyksen jarrua, vaan sil-
14 on ollut tiarked, eteenpdin vieva rooli lan-
simaisessa modernisaatiokehityksessa.

Suvannon viimeiseksi teokseksi jai
vuonna 2002 ilmestynyt Mariankatu viisi ja
seitsemdn: taloutta, kulttuuria, politiikkaa
ja rakennustaidetta. Vuotta mydhemmin
Kirjataiteen komitea valitsi tdmédn teoksen
vuoden kauneimmaksi kirjaksi, perustelui-
na kerrottiin: "Sen muotoilussa kirjataiteen
kaikki osat yhdistyvat palkitsijoiden mie-
lestd esimerkillisesti. Teos kuvaa kruunun-
hakalaisen pihapiirin historiaa”.

Pekka Suvanto toteutti yliopiston kol-
matta tehtavad. Han oli yhteiskunnallinen
keskustelija ja vaikuttaja yhteiskunnan eri
sektoreilla. Jo Toijalassa asuessaan hén oli
osallistunut kunnallispolitiikkaan. Paneutu-
minen vditoskirjaan pakotti hdnet kuiten-
kin jattamaan politiikan. 1960- ja 1970-lu-
vuilla Suvanto vaikutti Henkisen maanpuo-
lustuksen suunnittelukunnassa toimien en-
sin jasenend, myéhemmin puheenjohtaja-
na. Pekka Suvannon vaikutuskanavana oli
yli kymmenen vuotta Alfred Kordelinin s&a-
tio, sen kansansivistystoimikunnan pu-
heenjohtajuus.

Erityisen kiinnostunut Suvanto oli his-
torian ja yhteiskuntatieteiden suhteesta.



Héan toimi Taloudellisen kasvatuksen komi-
tean puheenjohtajana vuosina 1966-1967.
Hanen aktiivisuutensa vaikutti siihen, etta
yhteiskuntaopin opetus liitettiin osaksi pe-
ruskoulun ja lukion historian opetusta.
Professuurissaankin Suvanto ei unohtanut
historianopettajien kenttda ja kehitti histo-
rianopetusta myoés koulutasolla. 1980-lu-
vulla han osallistui lukion propedeuttisen
kurssin suunnitteluun ja toteuttamiseen,
tuloksena yhteisjulkaisu Historiantutki-

Pekka Suvanto
In memoriam

Pekka Suvanto, emeritus professor of gen-
eral history at the University of Helsinki
and member of the Finnish Academy of Sci-
ence and Letters, was born in Toijala (now
Akaa) on 11th April 1924 and died in Hel-
sinki on 30th March 2014. He did his
schooling at Toijala Coeducational School,
where his father, who was a priest, was
headmaster. He grew up in a cultured Chris-
tian home, but his youth was overshad-
owed by the war, so that during his last
year at school, in 1942, he was drafted into
the army and fought at the front in the Svir
sector in October 1942. Like many of his
contemporaries he was unable to take the
matriculation examinations but was de-
clared to have matriculated as of midsum-
mer 1943. As an officer in the Medical
Corps he experienced all the horrors of war,
and when it was over he was sent for train-
ing as an officer in the reserves, but the
course was soon dishanded on the orders
of the Allied Control Commission. After the
war he began his studies in history at the
University of Helsinki under the legendary

muksen perusteet: lukion propedeuttinen
kurssi. Pekka Suvanto teki pitkdn pdivatyon
myo6s ylioppilastutkintolautakunnassa.
Héanta on kuvattu sovittelijaksi, joka ym-
marsi ottaa myos vastapuolen ndikokohdat
huomioon.

Pekka Suvanto palkittiin Suomen Leijo-
nan ritarikunnan komentajamerkilld ja
Puolustusvoimien kultaisella ansiomerkil-
la. Myos lehdisto palkitsi hdnet kunniami-
talillaan.

Marjatta Hietala

Professor Arvi Korhonen, who encouraged
many soldiers returning from the war to
study the burning issues of world history,
crucial international events and phenome-
na that he regarded as holding the key to
participation in the international academic
community as far as Finnish scholars were
concerned.

While a student, Pekka Suvanto was ac-
tive in the history students’ organization,
Kronos, of which he was a founder member
and at one stage chairman, and also in his
provincial student association, so that he
took part in some of its home district excur-
sions. One manifestation of his interest in
this activity was the book on the history of
Akaa that he wrote together with his broth-
er Seppo Suvanto in 1954.

Having taken his master’s degree in
1950, Pekka Suvanto devoted himself to re-
search and to his career as a history teach-
er, which began as a senior teacher at the Vi-
herlaakso Coeducational School in 1954
and, with a few interruptions, lasted seven-
teen years.
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In1965-1968 and 1970-1973 he was act-
ing professor of general history at the Uni-
versity of Tampere, and finally, in 1971, he
was appointed associate professor of gen-
eral history at the University of Helsinki,
progressing to a full professorship in 1982,
the position from which he retired in 1987.
He became a member of the Finnish Acade-
my of Science and Letters in 1979.

Suvanto defenced his doctoral thesis,
Wallenstein und seine Anhdnger am Wiener
Hof zur Zeit des zweiten Generalats 1631-
1634 (Studia Historica), in 1963, having
first approached the topic in his master’s
degree dissertation. The thesis dealt with
the commander-in-chief of the imperial
troops in the Thirty Years War, Albrecht von
Wallenstein, his relations with his support-
ers and allies and their activities in Vienna,
thus opening up an entirely new perspec-
tive on Wallenstein, who had already been
studied extensively. Later, in 1979, Suvanto
published a further study, Die Deutsche Po-
litik Oxenstiernas und Wallenstein (Studia
Historica), in which he discussed the aims
and aspirations of the Swedish chancellor
of state and military commander Axel Oxen-
stierna and his opinions of Wallenstein.
These works between them gave Suvanto an
international status as an expert on the his-
tory of the Thirty Years War, and it was the
doctoral thesis that opened his way into the
university world once more.

Pekka Suvanto had a broad command of
his subject both as a teacher and in his re-
search, and was a source of inspiration to
his university students. He was also open
to new experimentation and was interested
in theoretical and methodological issues.
When the methodological volume Histo-
riankirjoituksen historia (The History of
Historiography; Gaudeamus 1983) was
published he was one of the contributors
and editors.

102 ACADEMIA SCIENTIARUM FENNICA 2014

In the 1980s he shifted the focus of his
research from the history of diplomacy and
international relations towards the history
of ideas, leading to the publication in 1985
of his Marx und Engels zum Problem des ge-
waltsamen Konflikts (Studia Historica). This
work had clearly been influenced by the ide-
ological debates of the 1970s, and Suvanto
was anxious to point out that the thinking of
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels had been in-
fluenced to a decisive extent by the histori-
cal changes in the political situation in their
day. Suvanto also took part in the project en-
titled Mongoleja vai Germaaneja? (Are we
Mongols or Germans?: Finns amidst the ra-
cial theories) in the 1980s and helped with
the editing of the resulting publication.

In 1994 Suvanto published a compre-
hensive account of the history of political
conservatism, Konservatismi Ranskan val-
lankumouksesta 1990-luvulle (Finnish His-
torical Society 1994), which was also pub-
lished in English: Conservatism from the
French Revolution to the 1990s (St Martin"s
Press 1997). This was a comparison of con-
servatism in Finland, Sweden, Britain,
France, Germany and the United States in
which Suvanto succeeded in demonstrating
just what a complicated phenomenon con-
servatism is and how difficult it is to define.
He maintained that it has never been pure-
ly reactionary anywhere, nor has it been de-
voted to hindering progress, but rather it
has played an important role in carrying
western modernization forward.

Suvanto’s last work was his Mariankatu
viisi ja seitsemdn: taloutta, kulttuuria, poli-
tilkkkaa ja rakennustaidetta (Numbers Five
and Seven in Mariankatu: Economics, Cul-
ture, Politics and Architecture), published
in 2002 and chosen a year later by the Finn-
ish Book Art Committee as the "Most Beau-
tiful Finnish Book of the Year”. The dedica-
tion ran, "The book recounts the history of



one block in the Kruununhaka district of
Helsinki and in the judges’ opinion is de-
signed in such a way that it combines all the
components of the art of book publishing in
an exemplary manner.”

Pekka Suvanto also played his part in
fulfilling the third purpose of a university:
he was eager to discuss and influence mat-
ters of common interest in various sectors
of society. He was already involved in local
politics while he was still living in Toijala,
but had to give these activities up when
concentrating on his doctoral thesis. In the
1960s and 1970s he was involved in the
Planning Committee for National Psycho-
logical Defence, first as a member and later
as its chairman, and for more than ten years
he was influential in the Alfred Kordelin
Foundation, where he was chairman of its
Public Education Committee.

Suvanto was especially interested in the
relation between history and the social sci-
ences, and it was his active role as chairman
of the Committee for Economic Education

in 1966-1967 that led to the inclusion of so-
ciology in the history syllabus at both the
comprehensive school and upper second-
ary school level. Later, when occupying the
professorship, he continued to show an in-
terest in the development of the teaching of
history in schools and took part in the plan-
ning and implementation of a more thor-
ough introduction to the subject, as laid out
in the joint publication Historiantutkimuk-
sen perusteet: lukion propedeuttinen kurssi
(Principles of the Study of History: a Propae-
deutic Course for Upper Secondary Schools).
He similarly served on the Student Matricu-
lation Examinations Board for a long period
of time. He has been described as a concil-
iatory participant in committee work who
was always prepared to give due considera-
tion to other people’s views.

Pekka Suvanto was awarded the medal
of a Commander of the Order of the Lion of
Finland, the Gold Medal of the Finnish De-
fence Forces and a medal of honour from
the Finnish press.

Obituary by Marjatta Hietala
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